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LECTURE EXPLORES ISSUES OF RELIGION, VIOLENCE
MISSOULA—
The first event of the 2008-09 President’s Lecture Series at The University of Montana
- “Religion and Violence in the 21st Century,” presented by Richard Rubenstein - will take
place Tuesday, Sept. 9.
Rubenstein, an expert on religious conflict, terrorism, American foreign policy and
methods of resolving serious international and domestic disputes, is University Professor of
Conflict Resolution and Public Affairs at George Mason University in Arlington, Va.
The lecture begins at 8 p.m. in the University Theatre. It is UM ’s Ezio Cappadocia
Memorial Lecture on Politics and History.
Earlier that day from 3:40 to 5 p.m ., Rubenstein will give a seminar titled “Why
Americans Fight: Our ‘National Religion’ as a Cause of W ar” in Gallagher Business Building
Room 123.
Both events are free and open to the public.
“Professor Rubenstein has lectured all over the world on the causes and cures of
terrorism, always with the aim of subjecting the anti-terrorism policies of officialdom to a

critical review,” said lecture series organizer and UM history Professor Richard Drake. “He is
the master at separating illusions from realities in the propaganda campaigns that pass
nowadays for informed explanations of terrorism .”
Rubenstein is former director and current faculty member of George M ason’s Institute
for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, the nation’s oldest and largest graduate program in
conflict studies.
He received a bachelor’s degree from Harvard College in 1959 and then studied at
Oxford University as a Rhodes scholar, earning a master’s degree from Oxford in 1961.
Rubenstein received a Juris Doctor degree from Harvard Law School in 1963.
Before joining the George Mason faculty in 1987, he practiced law in Washington,
D.C., taught political science at Roosevelt University in Chicago and was professor of law at
the Antioch School of Law.
He is the author of seven books, including a classic work on terrorism, “Alchemists of
Revolution: Terrorism in the Modern W orld.” His most recent book is “Thus Saith the Lord:
The Revolutionary Moral Vision of Isaiah and Jerem iah.”

Rubenstein also is co-author

with Congressman Danny Davis of Chicago of “A New Model for American Foreign Policy,”
which appeared in The Hill newspaper in November 2007.
A complete 2008-09 President’s Lecture Series schedule is online at
http;//www.umt.edu/president/pls,
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